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Recently I had the pleasure to visit with Eric Marshall, Arts Coordinator of St. James-Assiniboia School 
Division and President of the Manitoba Music Educators Association, to ask about the role music played 
in his life and career.  
 
Where did you grow up? 
 

I grew up in southern Ontario and took piano lessons when I was young. I 
picked up a cornet for $5 from a garage sale and at age 12, started playing the 
trumpet in The Burlington Teen Tour Band (a 140-member community 
marching band).  At that time, music wasn’t offered in schools.  I have many 
fond memories of our many performances, including a Grey Cup halftime 
show and marching in the Québec Winter Carnival parade at -40C.   
 

In 1971 we moved to Cape Breton.  As a grade 10 student I assisted starting 
the junior high music program in Sydney and also played trumpet in the after 
school practices in New Waterford, a coal-mining town 15 miles away.  I also 
played in The Breton Education Centre Band and Jazz Band, the Sydney 
Academy Bands, the Legion Band, the Cadet Band, and a community jazz 
band, and sang in the high school barbershop quartet and the church choir. 
 
Who and what inspired you to become a music teacher? 
 

Terry Hill, the Cadet Band instructor and high school band instructor in New Waterford was a piano 
player and became my mentor.  He actually moved into our attic when I was in grade 11 and lived with us 
for six years.  I listened to a lot of music from the Big Band Era as well as Moe Koffman and other jazz 
artists.  Terry introduced me to the 20th century music of John Cage, Charles Ives and Karlheinz 
Stockhausen to name a few.  I remember listening to CBC radio in his car and playing the “record drop” 
game to name the composer and style.  I became pretty good even before going to university! 
 
Where did you first start teaching music? 
 

After graduating from the University of PEI in 1978, my first job was at Lunenburg County Park View 
Education Centre in Nova Scotia.  The school was brand new and as a 21 year old, I was in charge of 
starting a band program on a $200 budget.   We fundraised like crazy – even selling a tractor-trailer full of 
oranges from Florida!  Within a few months I was invited to talk to the school board about starting band 
in the feeder schools.  I brought 20 of my grade 10-12 beginners and we performed Mozart’s Air and 
Alleluia.  That was a powerful moment and three school programs were started as a result of that meeting.  
Eventually solid feeder school programs took hold in the county and after eight years, Park View had an 
award winning level 5 band. 
 

The grade 10-12 band rehearsed at lunch and after school.  I’ll never forget spending 90 minutes driving 
students home after practice.  More then a few students were dropped off at the wharf where they rowed 
home because they had missed the “school boat” by choosing to stay for practice.  
 
What led you to Winnipeg? 
 

In 1981-82, while doing graduate work at the University of Western Ontario, I met my wife Sharon who 
was from Winnipeg.  We married in 1983, and after working three more years in Nova Scotia, moved to 
Winnipeg. 
 

From 1986 - 1988, I taught band at Bruce Junior High and Sturgeon Creek High School in the St. James 
School Division.  My program at Sturgeon Creek and Blaine Workman’s program at St. James Collegiate 
were small enough that our students often attended festivals and concerts together.   
 



In 1988, I moved to Westwood Collegiate, and then Lincoln Middle School in 2001.  Over the years the 
program at Lincoln grew from 150 to 380 students.  In 2005, Barb Engel and I had 150 students in grade 
6 band! 
 
Is your family also involved in music? 
 

My wife, Sharon teaches music at Sansome Elementary and directs the St. James-Assiniboia School 
Division Junior Concert Choir. We have three daughters:  Lauren is teaching music in Lundar, MB, 
Victoria is entering her third year as a voice major at the University of Manitoba, and Catherine, who is 
completing her Masters in Human Nutritional Sciences at U of M, sings with Prairie Voices. 
 
Describe a favorite concert or trip story.  
 

While in Nova Scotia I was organizing an exchange trip with students from Toronto.  There was an 
itinerary error: their flight was scheduled for 11:20, but it read 1:20.   So… 65 students missed their 
flight!  It took 2 days to get them home to Toronto.  Fortunately, the travel agent was gracious enough to 
pay for busses to get the students back to their billets.  On another trip,  I was traveling to Flin Flon with 
Blaine Workman and his students when one of the busses broke down.  We piled the kids into the other 
bus and because it was a long wait for a replacement bus, Blaine and I practiced our golf chip shots in the 
ditch along Highway 6! 
 
You wear many hats.  What inspired you to get involved beyond teaching? 
 

My job as Arts Coordinator placed me in a leadership role that has allowed me to think of the “bigger 
picture” of music education in Manitoba. Since 2005, I have been involved with the Association of Music 
Administrators of Manitoba and was a regional representative for the MBA Board for a few years.  I 
started my role as MMEA President in November 2010.  I feel it is my duty to give back to the music 
community.  As Coordinator,  I meet with curriculum teams and those at the Department of Education.  
It’s a privilege to be part of this dialogue and I feel obliged to pass on my knowledge of music education 
in hopes of helping the terrific leaders in our province. 
 
Why do you feel it is important for teachers to get involved in associations like the MMEA? 
 

Personal growth comes from networking with others, sharing experiences, meaning professional 
development and getting involved in committees and support groups.  
 
You've been involved in music for over 40 years.  What advice would you offer educators who also 
seek a long and successful career?  
 

Ultimately, finding a balance between expressing yourself as an educator and as a musician will keep you 
centered and able to significantly contribute to your students’ learning as well as your own. 

1. Diversify: look for new experiences and don’t get stuck. 
2. Stay true to yourself and be the best person that you can be to build relationships with students and 

those around you.  
3. Never give up being a musician yourself! 
4. Become a musician educator by balancing your deep love of music-making with your passion for 

helping students. 
 
In 2012 you were the guest conductor of the Manitoba Junior Honour Band!   
 

It was an immense privilege to be asked to conduct this band. Especially since I am no longer conducting 
on a daily basis.  I don’t fit the typical mold of the past conductors who actively practice their skills with 
their ensembles.  The honour band students were delightful and amazing in their commitment to bettering 
themselves and improving their skills. They were VERY responsive to music-making.  What was most 
remarkable was the significant improvement from one rehearsal to the next. The students’ ability, talent, 
will and responsiveness was incredible to witness.  The Manitoba Junior Honour Band was a highlight of 
my career.  
 


