
	  	  	  

Jazz	  101	  Workshop	  2019	  Schedule	  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the Jazz 101 Workshop on Friday January 31st at St. 
John’s Music.  There is parking behind the store and on side streets. Register online at 
https://form.jotform.com/93044441431953  ($50 for teachers and $10 for university students)  
 
Please bring your instrument. This will be a hands-on experience. 
 
Schedule 

8:30  - Coffee and Registration 

9:00  - Drum set with Rabio Ragnelli  

The jazz band can never be better than the drummer however all too often band directors fill ill-
equipped to guide and model for their keen young players. This will be a hands on session so 
bring your drum sticks. 

10:15 – Break 

10:30  - Rhythm Section  with Rabio Ragnelli  

 The Rhythm Section can be a mystery to many teachers. What are the basic concepts and skills 
that your Rhythm Section players need? Fabio will address the essential information every 
student needs.  

11:30 - Lunch Break (We have group reservations at Earl’s Polo Park to facilitate informal 
learning. Let Bill know if you would like to be included in the number) 

1:15 – 3:15 First Steps to Jazz Improvisation with Anna Penno 

This will be a hands on session so bring your instrument. Anna will address "Creating A Safe 
Environment for Learning to Improvise" and "Strengthening the Connection between the Ear and 
the Instrument" with fun strategies that you can incorporate into your own teaching. 

3:15 - Day ends 

 

 

Thank you to Chris Byman and St. John’s Music for their generous support once again! 
 
  



Presenters	  
	  
Anna Penno 
 
Anna Penno is currently a music educator at Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School in 
Brandon, MB, where she teaches grades 9 to 12 concert and jazz ensembles. Anna received her 
undergraduate degree in Music Education from Brandon University, where she studied 
saxophone with Greg Gatien and conducting with Dr. Wendy McCallum. In 2013, Anna completed 
her Master’s of Music Education degree at Michigan State University. While pursuing graduate 
studies, Anna received opportunities to supervise student teachers, coordinate undergraduate 
music education field experience placements, and enhance her skills as a performer. With the 
guidance of her primary advisor, Dr. Cynthia Taggart, Anna conducted research in jazz pedagogy 
and gender studies. Anna looks forward to opportunities to collaborate with students and other 
music educators through her involvement in music camps, festivals, and opportunities to 
adjudicate. Recent highlights include being a member of the jazz saxophone faculty at the 
International Music Camp, guest conducting the Norman/Parkland Intermediate Honour Band and 
the Manitoba Junior Honour Jazz Band, adjudicating at the Manitoba Band Association Beginner 
Band Festival, as well as presenting at the Da Capo Music Education Conference. 
 
 
Fabio Ragnelli 
 
Fabio Ragnelli has had extensive teaching experience at Humber College teaching students of all 
ages. His engaging personality and enthusiasm has been a hit since joining the faculty of the 
University of Manitoba, Jazz Department. Fabio Ragnelli is a JUNO Award-winning drummer. 
Ragnelli has been an in-demand sideman performing, recording, and touring with a number of 
artists since graduating from Humber College in 2008. While in New York City (2013-2018), 
Ragnelli studied with jazz luminaries such as Kenny Washington, Rogerio Boccato, and Nasheet 
Waits, and became an active member of Brooklyn’s vibrant jazz scene. Ragnelli has toured 
nationally and internationally, performing at venues such as Massey Hall, The Owl, Koerner Hall, 
Place des Arts, The 55 Bar, Cornelia St. Café, The National Arts Centre, The Cotton Club in 
Tokyo, Maison Symphonique, SF Jazz, and The Tranzac, and has performed at a number of jazz 
festivals in Haiti, Monterey, and Montreal, among others. As an educator, Ragnelli aims to inspire 
students and help them realize their full potential as musicians. 
 
 


