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Paul Moen taught band and jazz band in Garden Valley School Division for 27 years.  His message 
echoes in the memories of the students whose lives he touched,  “Success is not something to wait for; it 
is something to work for.”  
 
Where did you grow up and where were you schooled? 
 

I grew up in Aberdeen, South Dakota and received my Bachelor’s degree in Music Education from 
Northern State University (in Aberdeen), a school at which my father was the Director of Bands for 38 
years.  I received my Master’s degree in clarinet performance from the University of Cincinnati at the 
College-Conservatory of Music. 
 
Who first got you interested in music? 
 

My father and two older siblings.  The other thing that really encouraged me to pursue music was the fun 
times I had in school band, the South Dakota All-State Band, and the All-State Orchestra.  I loved 
academics but music was the subject to which I gravitated because of these experiences and memories. 
 
Who are some of the people who have made a significant impression on you over the years? 
 

My father made a tremendous impact on me in terms of what he tried to 
do and what he accomplished.  He didn’t just focus on the university 
scene but tried to travel and work with students at all levels – often in 
small communities.  Even though he worked hard, he maintained a 
healthy balance in life; work was important but so was family.   
 

Some of my private teachers pushed me to expect excellence, such as my 
clarinet teacher in Ohio – Carmine Campione.  I have also watched the 
contributions of a number of people in Manitoba.  Individuals such as 
Fraser Linklater, Dale Lonis, Ken Epp, Bill Kristjanson, Wendy 
McCallum, Graham Bruce, Gary Pollard, and Dwayne Schott have spent 
a good portion of their career trying to make a difference in the lives of 
others, and have encouraged me through their enthusiasm for excellence. 
 
What is a memorable experience from your teaching career? 
 

The very last concert I directed at Garden Valley Collegiate in June 2010 was like one of those moments 
from Mr. Holland’s Opus.  I was directing the last number and the senior band was playing exceptionally 
well, but I could tell the students weren’t focused; they were looking past me.  Half-way through the 
march I turned around and was greeted by a large group of students coming forward carrying signs from 
the year they graduated – some from the 1980s and ‘90s.  A number of them were also carrying their 
instruments. 
 
What advice do you have for younger directors or recent graduates? 
 

It is important to have a passion and a desire for excellence, and to show your concern for each student by 
being involved in trying to make a difference in their lives.   
 

Secondly, pick a variety of quality literature – inspiring literature that will give students something to 
latch on to and appreciate.  This can include historical pieces or those written recently.  It can also include 
some of the more popular music that students like to play. 
 

Thirdly, be sure to create time for family and the people who care for you.  It is important to keep a 
healthy balance and realize that the people at home are important too.  
 



Finally, don’t just stay in your own music circle.  Get to know teachers in the other subject fields and 
others in your school. 
 
What is the value of being able to participate in a school band program? 
 

Playing an instrument is a tremendous way to reach students and encourage them to explore their 
musicality.  It is also a great way to teach discipline, perseverance, and how to function as part of team 
where everyone is important and needed.  Band is a discipline that teaches how to shoot for excellence, 
and that excellence requires hard work and does not come quickly.  Music teaches the whole person.  The 
quote I like to use with students is,  “Success is not something to wait for; it is something to work for.”  
This is critical, because if you don’t work for it, it’s probably not going to happen. 
 
Is there anything you would like to share with the Manitoba band community? 
 

Manitoba is very fortunate and blessed to have a strong band community.  We have many strong 
programs and leaders, and people in supportive roles to make it happen.  The challenge is that band jobs 
are becoming itinerant positions or being broken apart and becoming a small portion of a total workload.  
It’s a struggle which requires awareness on everybody’s part and a concentrated effort to push those in the 
circles of power.  When I look at some schoolmates who did not choose music as a vocation, I realize that 
music is still a passion and a key part of their life.  Sometimes we don’t know the impact of music 
education until a person looks back.  We need to continue to work together as a community of musicians 
and music educators and put supports in place because teaching music is a difficult job. 
 


