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Recently I had the pleasure of interviewing Dwayne Schott.  Dwayne grew up in Warren, just a half hour 
northwest of Winnipeg. He started his career at Selkirk Junior High School in 1984 where he worked with 
a very supportive group of band directors including Marilyn Bourbonnais, Teresa Lee and Gloria Neal.  
“We would help warm up and tune each other’s bands at our respective concerts as well as organize 
divisional band camps.” This collaboration provided an excellent start to his career.  Dwayne moved to 
Altona in 1993 and has taught for 20 years at W. C. Miller Collegiate and Parkside Junior High.  
 
Where did you attend school? 
Dwayne attended Warren Collegiate, which did not have a band program.  He received his music degree 
from the University of Western Ontario and completed his education degree at the University of 
Manitoba. Some highlights were performing in the UWO wind ensemble under Jerome Summers, and 
being part of a project under the direction of R. Murray Schafer.  
 
Who got you interested in music? 
Dwayne’s first exposure to instrumental music was at the age of three 
when he received an accordion from his parents. He began lessons two 
years later. “I made the mistake of pretending to play the accordion while 
my parents watched the Lawrence Welk Show so they thought they 
should get me one!” After starting on saxophone in the Stonewall Area 
Band, Dwayne’s eyes and heart really opened up to music when he 
attended the International Music Camp for three summers in high school. 
“Without a band program in my high school, it was thrilling to play in a 
large concert band and experience the goose bumps of an emotional 
performance.” Dwayne also performed in the European Tour Band in ’78 
and the Ceremonial Guard Band in Ottawa in ’83 where he met Gillian 
McKay, a young master corporal at the time. “That was a great summer – 
a bunch of pacifist music students going through military basic training!” 
 
Who are some people who have made a significant impression on you? 
His first mentor was Dr. Merton Utgaard, director of the International Music Camp.  Dwayne appreciated 
Dr. Utgaard’s rehearsal style and attention to detail.  “Without my experiences at IMC I would never have 
thought of becoming a band teacher.” Another key mentor was Eilene Paterson. “Before student teaching 
with Eilene at Vincent Massey I kept wondering how a rather quiet introvert was going to successfully 
work with large groups of teenagers.  Her business-like yet warm, friendly interaction with her students 
was exactly the model I needed at a critical time.”  Dwayne says that he has learned from so many 
inspiring teachers that it would be impossible to mention them all.  
 
What is a memorable experience from your teaching career? 
The trips to the Rocky Mountain Festival in Banff were a highlight.  There were always some students 
getting their first look at the mountains after living in the Red River Valley all their lives. “I enjoyed 
pointing out the similarity between our capacity for aesthetic response to music and to the beauty in 
nature. We always took time to go hiking.  The festival itself was inspiring - it was a treat to have people 
like Gerald King and Clinton Marshall work with the students.” 
 
The most memorable experiences for Dwayne were simply the moments of shared ecstasy that happened 
in a performance or rehearsal.  “The highest outcome in music education is developing the students’ 
capacity for aesthetic response. The most rewarding moments in my career have undoubtedly been when 
students have taken the time to share a deep emotional response with me, sometimes very eloquently, and 
other times not so much (Mr. Schott, I gotta tell ya I got the “shakes” during Trail of Tears!)”.  



 
What advice do you have for younger directors or recent graduates? 
“Be careful to maintain balance in your life. Have your own pursuits outside your career, musically and 
otherwise.”  Dwayne has performed with various bands and was recently part of a CD release concert 
with a singer-songwriter in Winkler. He enjoys hiking, canoeing and other outdoor activities. “Have a 
healthy respect for burn out and take time for yourself.  Share your goose bump moments with students, it 
encourages them to share theirs with you.  Enjoy the steps of the journey in music making rather than 
focusing on a “destination”.  
 
What is the value of being able to participate in a school band program? 
Besides the intrinsic value in musical learning, students develop self-discipline and the ability to work 
together in a cooperative community.   Students can learn to appreciate the steady step by step progress 
towards a long term goal that today’s “instant society” does not always value. “There is no other 
educational endeavor that combines the cognitive, psychomotor and affective domains simultaneously to 
such a high level as music education.”  
 
Is there anything you would like to share with the Manitoba band community?  
“I’ve enjoyed teaching in Altona for the past 20 years.  The students have been wonderful.  Guest 
conductors and clinicians have commented many times on how polite, friendly and responsive the 
students have been.  Rural communities often have excellent support and a sense of pride and 
“ownership” in their music programs. You develop strong relationships with parents, their children and 
even their children’s children if you stick around long enough!”     
 


